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The Decay in Contributions in a Public Goods
Game: Learning Hypothesis, Strategy Hypothesis
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Abstract  Most studies on public goods game reported that in a finitely re-
peated public good game subjects’ contributions begin with an average contri-
bution of about 50% of their initial endowment and decay toward the free riding
level as the game progresses. Unconditional free ridings were seldom observed.
To explain what causes this behavioral patterns, three hypotheses have been sug-
gested; learning hypothesis, strategy hypothesis and reciprocity hypothesis. This
paper investigates these hypotheses, and our findings from public goods exper-
iments suggest that subjects’ reciprocity is one of the main causes that produce
subjects’ behavioral patterns.
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166 A AL AR 7o e

TaA AL APAA Fes FJFE ALS HED uf, R A
7 RojZe vk of AQNA S FASH BB o] 22 of
Zul= 3325 z] ok=t}l= A o]t} Journal of Public Economicol] v} 3} o
olxo] AACl Ay Ayl H1E o]F(Marwell and Ames, 1981), <
AFAEo] 5 ALS AFS A3E Rusfigt=r], ol dA+E°l
25RO T HoFE A= o237 ZtH(Marwell and Ames, 1981; Isaac,
Walker and Thomas, 1984; Isaac, McCue and Plott, 1985, Isaac and Walker,
1988; 18] 31 WA Q1 2] H & = Keser, 2002; Ledyard, 1995; Andreoni and
Croson, 1998).
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gl a2 AA o2 S84 o] &= ‘A A A’ (Homo economicus)
1 W2 =97} o] Fof
ATt 919 234 YA o] € A A 2 7HA] THE S0l AA
HAed 1 F F83E Y MEES .
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ojsf atA = A o] ZollA |53 098] 7]ojg o] HF
et A 92 W SHE A 7ol o] WA ol AL ek
2SS HodF= = A7) drl= A o] th(Selten and Stoecker, 1986;
1995; Palfrey and Prisbrey, 1996; Houser and Kurzban, 2002).
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St AHTE AP 2R = o= AR =2 7o 55 FATL
EX AR RE =2 7o E FEte o] AHHOE {2 5
ATH= 2l o] tH(Kreps et al, 1982). StA| ¢ B 717F FEA A ol th7H7hd A
ol 3t Ak PFo FEAL A Hojd Aol 53] uhA| 2 3] o A
= olF Aol gl7] wjZel Zo] Aty 7| E FEot7] fs) A=
=275 @ 27t gtk S (D), ), = F7HARFEC] ol FA H=k4
© 7 3 =3}7) u Zof v}eE}E 2 3}o] th(Croson, 1996; Muller et al, 2008;

Sonnemans et al., 1999).
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o1&} 71 7} X}"Nﬂﬂl frel gk
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9] O]EL o]l uFFo g PE
AEo] NHE A HES 2T
J tHBowles, 1998; Sobel, 2005; Rabin, 1998; Levine, 1998). 5} 4]
o]EL ZFAA T IHFHE AL AA Y ERxAHow Z
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Aoz nedele 4% HATT B9 o 13 3G
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168 A AL AR 7o e

B 5 gtk 5 AF 20 45 AL 2T PEATHE HEEY
2 75z AL AAE To] 252 o] ST Aol AT 4
Yol e Aol £EL AT A o] £28 i dow
y Aclek a4 ) (1), ), (B 4F BAAEe] dAoze
5
=

bl [e]
A= 7104% 23] %‘Ei”ﬂ HE F2 o33l
EjE o A U] R 5 = Ao|th(o] & “FE A Bl g 7 F-2 A A
A5 7} o] g}al 2 E1}). (Andreoni, 1995; Croson et al., 2005; Carpenter et
al, 2009; Fehr and Gichter, 2000; Fehr and Fischbacher, 2002)

o] L] Al 71A] 7HA 9] B3 S YA B2 Aol Ao
th & dAFelA e o] & R 71E AF=0l EHF} HAEE sdst124d),
2 449 B4 S AFHAA S AT 4B S 24T FGR), §
2o 4g 2%E B /& Mol e 2 M 274491 B8 e
=5 @ Aolth4R).
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g5 7MY B A7) A o] dFsel I AR
I FANE A 2] =22 Y (Andreoni, 1988)8] A& o]t} =
devs A% BAKSA T3 A Ade 8 3 e AAAE v)e
T ALS AP T, 5T 7SS SHE JuH A 2 A
s 3 AbE o AP ATt T 7]oj& 59 steto] A3 izt g
9 AR S wedste Aoy, ol e HFaw AF A 7H(sudden
start) o] HFE = 7)o E FEL2 A AE oA ALY 5 AR
o] 71 A& ALA Aol Qlojof gt AW FEH QU= H & WHES
Sl Aab steetd e A
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3], 403], 603] 7} ARtk © Y 71459 steto] St RS WP Sh=
)2l 103) WHE 7] Q1o A] 108 @] 10%2] 7] &£ 5 9Tk, 403,
Wb A Qo A E 108] A 10%9] 701 &ol £28 ¥ 1 ool 1
51 5 9 A48 ook Sl THA YSAOHE Aol o3 Fol
o o125 4 =27 F2 whad] oly 27k Yom g, oje T A7
st 7142 mhule 2= 72 3k vk o & wlolS o] A ).

AL B AES] e AW A9 Yok =2 2 U(Andreo-
ni, 1988)3 5 W2 FF A AL (1) Arre] 74 Aol WA 92 A 7]
e AU AR I LU FED 2 REDH Q) o
3 AT THAL AN AL F2 5 ARG 201 2
SdA 2 doleh R ETHO 2 Lol AAHT Bl BE A A Qo] A2
)2} 7101 &o] AW o5 A<l mejol A 7] elek Aol 2 )
3 ohe 7N AYL Yo7 wgol AA L&A 24T o} 7 gl
£ AEAUA ZANAE 09 /198 UERfoF HA T, A= 2117)
AT AL 2EG A 2NA Y 7o &) BtEY 2 A9 7]o&
Ho} e3)2] Erhe Aotk EE 01?43} A7) o] & AFol A A E =
2] gk wek A A7 g 7145 7)ol S A vk v E ST
(Weimann, 1994; Keser and van Winden, 1996). T3 44| 7} 5(Sonnemans
etal, 1999)8] AFoAx = 2EH A 205 AR AE3 (S
E Aol YU VRS Aol ShIekan 5 9 Ag A s Ju
WA E AR S A9) o] e WU B RS Tlo] 428 Hus
o] A 8 (sl S5 Ao A1) S A oA A
& AANT TR ol 5L Hko] WFE 710L 3,6,9, 128 2 h2sl F
A3 = ke, A 2ol 2} Aehglo] WUl Al o] nh sk 7ol nje}
Aol 312 S =) A A B AT 5 YsAch o] Aok AT
BrhAEe) ARl A neish 2 B ATHE AL S
ey,

vl strlads dekrladel B A Aol el 7ol ge] )
o} o] mhe ol gol sherg 2 AU A YT Wob Sl Tk

_

_4

[e)

g AE A Azel Fuker 454 AHAl eIt o] Zbiel Waw 47 3
1712 2AEoNA A 7HE S oo T UH A54E 28 ASEE gk A
W A 7IAE] ol 3 PFFo dA Y AFE A3 AL F Y Hoor|=
SHA|Eh o] A A YFoRE *ﬂ”ﬂ—r %7] uf Fo]th 3| gk o] FAA = FAE
QA FEFALA gtk & Keserd] ol wpet [ 2ErpAd o] ) g wj of = o] & A o
7198 § =317 A8 A FHe 71AE e A, S A AE ] o]} 2o w AT
A (forward-looking) © 2 35 Zojgt B 47-S Agrpdolegta 3tar, A A7t
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7RSS 7o aE T2 Ad FAA9E0] JA AHAET B HoR
gol 714 o v
W) ZolA = BAF=
(ZF2 AA 719 Aojetar o A4sttti) WopA = A 2=t B}
(Figuieres et al., 2011; Fischbacher and Gichter, 2010). AA| FA| = o]= A=
AtS A AHAl Y] S ST 07 EH o YA 22 FitE
22 HER UZ wovt I AFE AT Aola, 284 ArhH A4l
9] 71 & A3 et} Sk Aol AT A 7Hde =8 otk 454
7HA o g o, o2 M9 A5 i FFA Aol A HEEA] 7]
£9] gteto] AFE ofoful &= A2 ofu T} AT v A4S A S
Zt= AY Z7MAFE Abolodl A S AR o] 710] T, o] =9 A5t
ol 45 A el =g 2 A 7RSS 7o &) stEbete A 7t
Z] 7 o] th(Fischbacher and Gichter, 2010). & &= Ad 271250 AAS
A TS Zoetx 24l ol E 23 © L HE HEE EAdTd
(F A7) o] ol HolH FE/do] EAgtrid) up7tA = 7] o] &9 3
2 W& 4 9 th(Figuieres et al., 2011). 3}X] 2 -4 2} 7 =W Houser
and Kurzban, 2002)-2> 45 A3 F7HA S0l thaf A Abgro] ofv el Abd =
EIO9HE AFEHL 22 J S o] Fo] AU oA StA(EE o] A=
A AR A e F3) vHE F3 A AL S AAEE A3}, o238 o]
SNAA K+ 71 7F e o] 7]o g o] vhE o whe} shebgkg
At o] A" AFE 7 AR 2335 o] Jlong Frase
A ApA Y 7o ol wet AFE 7L W3 otA] 92 A dS &7 A
gAQ 17 EolAd AR §laL, © votrt A7t AFE g A
& Q7] wiEel AWt olE oY AT AE S AT glerg,
A7IA YEtUYE BE 49 7|82 AF ZIVIREC AYY +2E ZF
ol 3tA] 7] WfZQ AOE AT 4 Ut} o] & 7|REe R FF-9A L}
AZREL FTAA QA 9bE FF3 A Al A e = dE Aol 71 sttt
AAAE 71 & T F50% 71 Ad 7A=Y AL Fx00 gt o
| FZo| A 7] A3t Aol etal 3 Th

oA 7]E AF e o st TMEE FYH 1 A Atk B
EwoAE st A S B 02 AR5t A2 FEHA= &2
Aolth 7|& AF AaxE 283 gor E B A7 A ghF, A=

Aode] AA FFo s A A5 2 AR = WFoz AUt Tl 592 O
2T wjAlo = w4l oz 5 J
2000).
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F3A Ao A= Ak
9131, 73] 20 Aje] E2 L %
we 07je] £ % 9 g
A4 & ANFAFEE Bk 2079 B2 F FF
A 7o) 8 e A QLA A ol 25w Q1A o
RS ES St g 1gHol, Tela 33 Bl B2 g 05
A o] Fof= gtk L okl E e Gol 3 N io] FFARN 7]
JES £ b T uh, A9 7k ) 3 @A HE BEE b 2ol
249

m=20—x+05) x;
JjeG

F3A AYS e 2L 5L 2ok () FIFAR J101E HHA
Gt Aol AAB O g felseh B2 FHE FFAR ol )
AN A Fokot B 059 whel AHAA o] Hf 5 12 A = 7] o)
Rolth. drmy/dx; < 09| B2, o] Aol A E Ar]ge] 7)oj 5ol B ghol
409 71015 e A F FAS AT Aol SYALlh Q) E2L
AR 1ol shd A AA L Fo] ATk E2L A AAR B3t
W 17 o] A7) i, B EA R R4old 4] 29 BrolA 0584
F270l AATh RE AY FAAEC] A B2 AAE FFARN BF
7@ A9 AAH R F 12080 4713, 2 AL 084S AA 5
Aw, BE APE] A9 E2e BE ANA G HI5E E 80 ]
A7 QL 208 S @t

Z 334 AL AAEL A2 A S BESE, AT o] of= 7
2 AN o] FrhFehE FFOR YFFHEA, E o AEE A
A9 o5& I AFAM Bhle] o5& FHAAE YO 2 PF s
FEAE AR 4 glek
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2 A2 2010 593469 Abeloll A E o shaL ol A
Fo o)A & AANTEZ T AP A=

S0l 7ttt A F7AE A A=
ZE A R o] 2o Aol 2 oS A F Jé%ﬂr%/«
A opet F7E Sl A A =H FHL2 F7H AN E
13,4709 (H of 18,3509, 3 4 10,4309)°] A T}.

A2 A A A 1027 7HA] F5H (A FE 40T 7 A
Aol ROl & a1, =23} F Ao ujg] 2213 o
ol 2] & Wi B ok A F7HAE l% FALNHoZ AFH
WA ow, 421 el ohE AL HASFE o] Kol ok
2 35238 AgE T i Ask o A o] Az ok 202 2 A
SN E dskth A3 =3 oA A M EE Urol &
A AUHEZY WES 2 FATE Yol W7t A2 I35 Tk
o].q] FOo gHol 9o AFT 4 ¢ 0) MY 7 APH = == &
Qo oy, HHES B g2 &, 283 AYY FxE Hgs
AP =AE At A8l & sl A 7t AF EAE 21, W2 T
st A AlYe] &S BEs] AT = =S T
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chbacher, 2007).

AT 3184 aE T3 AYL=E Iy, v = () F
FAARN LY EEE 7T ANA A E A S B IHETH Q) 209
FEFARZANY 7] BEE ¢, B0 £33 29 FFA RN F U EE
T, 28 BAY MRJAARCZREH Y Fo3 FFAFLERE S 9,
agla F Y Fo] v 2R 3o r FAFHJAHHE FAE9E
NEAR 7|5 25Y 792 FH6HA Ath sHA v ohE A4 €
=9 FAA 7oA gA ALE 5 e, A7 U E FEAE

o] Zl o] 7hs e FAFTh.

Z 1070 ] Al d o] X3 9l a1, o] F 5789 AL thollA A& S
A0, 83 YHA 5 AIASPRACE IAPFH Stk BE AA
oA Z+ 7 AFE2 49 122 FAAE R 44 FFA AL
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R, F 2N FSEHo AP Ao Fojdt AF A7 =116
BN 2) T D PZACE APH Ao Fojdt AF AR =116
H(2971 &)o] ATt

-S 27103 & w3 2FA S v AA =7).
-PZ7A: 108 E W3 5L 2 AL FAS A AYPHS st 27).

33. 7IM HIAE

t A 7S GERAL sk 1 B A Vo] £ T e vHE, S

AR F2E A YR o3| 51 A] Fal Ve RE S ok, AkE 1w oA
7198t BRS S T3 upxato 2 A8 A7RFE59] AL A A5 o) A
71918t RES Rojgta 319, ¢t 3| /9] 7o) 22 th2 3} o] LR
S92 Aol

C=xf +x +xf.

x: Aol Ha) MR EA A o et Stol AWY Rolw,
whebA ake] 271 17k Sl A AR sl FEA AL 02
2E Aok

x$:P2ANAE Aol FEAHe] I WA AeFH oz 7)ol 2 B
Fele] A glojd Aolmm Aol AL Aol 4z 02T} 27 e}

JAA G F2 ARl 71719 L WA S B4 shetstel vl 8o =
00 & Aolth. TS ZANNL ASA 1) T o]A 7 fom
209 Aot

F: FFA ALAA o= AEE Aslok H=TtE Telat 4B A

H, A7A= Z+ 7];_]%0] A 0] HES S8 oA E

NO

Fo] ZAFTH

ol A dulergolu} BFelol thal 1 e slerlet Bl S AHAL T v % g
AFFol A ol @7 W5 sl tel Bia 7 1S o Zo] Fae Aot
= A8 A ole Yok FADE o] B4E BF AZojnE s
2 Al9de) Zust gBol Yoz A58 FHol g A4S 21 45t
22 AReA T Aol WA Do) weh AASL Bl s BES Bl
WA 2] A5 A ol oet A 24 Uil A5 A8 24
AL AR FBA AQNA Aopatze FEAG 7|6 A}l
EAE FBo R 7 A E0] Bl o] S 3 Al B2 54}
T} Sk QS WeIe Ao 3, O RO E AulekZ 7)o Fhe A
ol NE| Aoz F4E FAAA ] Tt o ZS WIS Aotk S8 T4
o A% NASL ArEel of4zo] AR oW A9 7o) &



174 FEA AL ABeAA 7]od 2] 3het

Eole Wz I AUEg 7ol A ET o x4l
7NAE W WFoR ToaEs S A A Y e 246
Utk ALl A 2 A AL S 2P 2 RFAA J3E Aol AR,
PxAdA =g AT 7odeEe S e AR A 24 HA ol
gleo] Az A gt ol F7HE 5 vk S o] 52 7o #ES
Hd ol ofo thalj A 2FA] 7]l & EolHA T o & Hetal Arite] &
< 7ldeEe B uf oo tisiA xS} 7)o E WEEA Ao
dlstthe Aol 424 st g2 omjeint. A H2 T4S AT EE
o] A7t utdE o] YA ¢ I FFA AL B A =2
71ofoll thaff A ApA Q] 7o} 2 wole Ao] LT o, oy
of FAdsA et HES & 5 3l 7R 7he A2 AR 7 E
A3 st AE o7 wEolnt o] 28 e A Sirh-5-2 v 3] mirt 44 o]
HH = S 230l A = vEhd o A7 13, T4 FAL R R R o2 A
A= ol P 2o yebd = Ut 424 7HE I AA =R E )
71o1& 2] steto] Aot S L FEHA =tk U EE A=

354 FHA ol Wt 7)ol g o) SEe Aol et o 2] E Fhr)2

AR, s 2N AME A 87t &R b Ao BE (S X =0),
3] Apo] Aol whg 71oj &2 shEtol sl vt 22 7Hd o] AR

sich

oz +383 Aotk v S 2ANA ALY FEA

2o wh A2l A AT Al HE SRS 45T SE 9T HeET = QA
e Aol M Aol 23 gk A A AT E WIS ol EL 8 A2

AFSAA A4 SaTh & 9 PAASC] 23 Y AF A 4B A= th2oh,
DA el AS A AEE A 23 QA S 47147 EARTHE, 29 EAt 3

A5 AFTOl Wt A4 AT E 2T Ut e FANES Aol5ES el
8 91 o] = th(Fischbacher and Gichter, 2010; Fischbacher, Gichter and Fehr, 2001). t}& 3F#
BEE A7AE0l LA A AEE ZoetE 2 0] fAEC] 2 Qe AAlY o] 5
F7ot AP UA =974 o] AZAH o] 7)1 &L seAAE 2lo] HE B}
(Figuieres, Masclet and Willinger, 2011).



AQdEo] AT Y ol B S WA FhE AolT BTY
A, Pz ATl A ARA FEA A elA £ e 2L A
o] A 914 % 9k,

- Ak 7R o] stk 2Rk ol & =2 7)o & o] YEYTHIE S RHR
2 25 7logo] s Aot npA| g 3o A= Ak 187t
228 oj A7} glomz =0 Aot}

AR, vpA a3 o A= o o] kA e 7t A58k A] ke B R () =
0), 12|32 103] F<+e] 7] 2ko] F& ek S5 o] 7Ha et 7] 7ol e (xf, = 0),
npA e 3] ol A 0 o] 42l 7]l & o] YEhdTE I (+) £E2 7]o&2 A
34 AT E kg ste Aolthxf, > 0). 103] 7} A Foll = o] W3] <5 0]
ES 2 A x, > 0015 2k, 103] 2h= 713 5 < dolvke 5] 2717}
S 24U P =AY th2A] odttd P 24 103] A UEu=
g 71 2 S 243 A 108 A YEuE Bd7ded 594
Zlolth

- A o] BT, 108 A B 7)o 5L P 2 A A LS 2]
A EAE Aok,

= A

A7} 1: S2AG PRA B
BT %F50% FEQL, BA sl F
EEoA 20t g 7| ¢F

o FEARN] BEE 7 E
EAIA B 719 =

AN Z O =
T T

P 121035 HESE AP AT S 24 AN 77
go] ojEA HIPEAE B3 A= 13 o] B 7] o
EZF719.66 3L 1050 o2 Fo 7o) EE 5+ 53872 £
SATHA ol Z7H 3070 At BH =
testol] whel 13] 9} 103] o] 2} 7} gtk AF7Hd o] 7144E && p 32
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B/ E25
12

10 /\

—Stranger -m-Partner

0 1 1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

I3 1: 3] Aol e ZF 2004 8] P 7] ole 8] W3

0.002). S ZANA =13 w] HF 7| EEZ471 941 /1G9 103] ) o] =
W H 7o) EE4E6.97 7| 2 74 3 tH(Wilcoxon rank-sum testol] W2 p
252 0.011).

S 2= A 17t ZEetA e ZolBE, 13] wé 7]
ol vlsl 103] wje] 7jojgo] It A2 13 uf 7oq4E 5 AF F
7FAHES AlGF 2ol gt F R oA v FE = FEo] ST AT
T AT A7 FET AL S 2 A 1039 248 7RSS F 20
N EE F H 697719 EE2S g5 AF A 719938 th= A olth 103
B HbE o] Alde 2 E XAl A [t Aeko] FSlIAAE Zro}
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o2 tehlE u)Df: P 270 Fojdl = @
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FsaA =Y | nAEAEY | ABRH 2T
pooled regression fixed effect random effect
regression regression
Intercept 3.488 - 4.456
(0.560)*** (0.571)%**
D -1.787 -1.796 -2.178
(0.580)*** (0.580)*** (0.625)%***
round -0.129 - -0.149
(0.051)** (0.042)***
Cont; 1 0.497 0.498 0.394
(0.026)*%** (0.026)*** (0.027)***
DF x Cont; 0.010 0.011 0.034
(0.037) (0.037) (0.039)
Cont_;;_1 0.148 0.151 0.149
(0.043)#** (0.043 ) (0.042) %
DY x Cont_;;— 0.181 0.182 0.205
(0.057)*** (0.057)*** (0.059)***
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22:P2AFNS ZA tjstGMM =4 A3}

Al 2+ GMM A 2~¥ GMM
(1-DF)x Cont?, | | -0.070 (0.174) 0.203 (0.174)
Df x Contf, 0.508 (0.193)*** | 0.242 (0.181)
(1-Df)xCont®;, | | -0.065 (0.153) 0.187  (0.089)**
Df x Comt®,,_, 0972 (0.462)** | 0.456 (0.145)%%*
Intercept - 4387 (0.768)***

3] A} v
D3 -1.118  (0.548)** | -0.604 (0.510)
D* -1.894  (0.548)** | -1.445 (0.462)%**
D’ -0.449  (0.640) -0.096 (0.562)
Db -0.496 (0.624) -0.668 (0.582)
D’ -1.234  (0.562) -1.086  (0.521)**
D8 -1.293  (0.709)** | -1.514 (0.609)%**
D’ -1.004 (0.842)* -1.495  (0.641)%*
D0 -1.195  (0.964) -1.994  (0.627)%%**
Sargan Test 44489 (p=0.12) 69.761 (p=0.0045)
AR(1) -7.935 (p=0) -6.488  (p=0)
AR(2) -0.117 (p=0.45) 0.661 (p=0.25)
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£ 3: P2 A Aol 7)ofel that Zhe] 3 Ad 54 A7)

A+ FAA
(Intercept) 2.025 (1.528)
(=hH

Cont”,_, 0.588  (0.077)**x*
Cont®_;, 0.288  (0.130)**
D? x Cont?_;; 1 | 0.088 (0.179)
D*x Cont?_;;_y | 0.075 (0.170)
D> xCont?_;,_y | 0249 (0.172)
DO x Cont? _;;_y | -0.068 (0.169)
D’ x Cont® _;;_y | 0.005 (0.167)
D¥ x Cont?_;;_y | 0.030 (0.169)
D’ x Cont?_;,_y | 0.048 (0.170)
D'"x Cont"_;,_y | 0.010 (0.173)
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